CHAPTER  IX
THE   WAY TO  THE  INDIES
FOUR hundred years ago the use of root crops for feeding cattle during the winter months was unknown.    The farmers, therefore, were in the habit of killing most of their cattle and pigs in the autumn and preserving the meat by saftina and drying it.    People got very  tired  of dry and tough salt meat,  day after day, for breakfast, dinner, and supper, and in order to make it a little pleasanter to the taste they added, if they could get thorn, different kinds of spices, particularly pepper. ^ The spices came from the Indies and the trade in them was a very important one. Tins trade was chiefly in the hands of the Arabs.    They carried their precious cargoes from India through the Red Sea or the Persian Gulf, unloaded the boats, and took the goods across land to the Mediterranean, where the Venetians and Gonooso put them on boats again and finally landed  thorn  at some  European port,  chiefly at Venice.    Whon Columbus went off across the Atlantic ho discovered America, as we have seen, by accident.    JJLo was not looking for a new continent, but for a new way to the Indies so
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